The Wall expands deep into the West Bank, heading to the
north and south to annex signiﬁcant parts of Ramallah and
Bethlehem districts. Towns and villages are losing their lands
via military conquest. Usurped into the illegal Occupation municipality of “Greater Jerusalem”, this land is now the site of
settlement expansion.

Case Study: Al-Ram in Jerusalem
The desvastating impact of the Wall in Jerusalem has already crippled families and communities. In Al-Ram the Wall
runs through the main road of the town.

- 40% of businesses have closed
- Small factories which provide vital employment have
Bethlehem:
shut down
The northwest section of the Wall around Bethlehem is isolat- - 10.000 people have already deserted the area
ing the city from Jerusalem and cuts in deeply to annex land - Over 20% of the houses are now empty.
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Another settlement, Kidmat Zion will
Rachael’s Tomb: 300 dunums of land in the city are carved out be built on 1000 dunums of Abu Dis land, while in Anata the
by the Wall. Eight families are left isolated behind the Wall while Settlement of Almon (or Anatot) will expand to connect to the
a settler tourist car park is to be built on Palestinian land.
Occupation Military Camp running to the northeast.
To the immediate west
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lages are totally isolated
behind the Wall enabling In Al-Walaja, a new settlement will be built on 2000 dunums
the Gush Etzion set- taken from the village. A total of 13,500 housing units for
tlement bloc to expand 55,000 settlers will make this future settlement one of the bigby 40% on conﬁscated gest colonies around Jerusalem.
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of land after 1948 and life
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The most ambitious project - E1 – oversees the expansion of
Maale Adumim and secures its contiguity into colonies across
Settlement Expansion and Consolidation
Jerusalem. In order to form one enormous settler-bloc, over
In a bid to secure the further Judaization of the city, the Occu- 4000 housing units will be built on 12,000 dunums of land
pation has embarked upon a series of measures that harm the stolen from various Palestinian villages by the Wall. Boasting
tourist amenities, universities, hotels and a system of settlerPalestinian people and contravene international law:
roads, the bloc will include a new police headquarters for the
● The light railway project to make contiguity between the setWest Bank (relocating from Ras el-Amoud).
tlements and serve settler trafﬁc into the Jordan Valley.
●11,806 houses to be built in the ring of settler blocs that sur- About 75% of the plan’s total area is earmarked for a park that
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● Creation of new setof Ma’aleh Adumim covers only 15% of what it will become.
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rusalem to Jericho.
●Super settler roads
and the expansion of
Zionist Settlement Expansion
Maaleh Adumim into
1054 units for Givat Zeev
13,500 in new settlement by
the Jordan Valley split3200 units for Betar Ilit
al-Walaja
ting the West Bank in
1512 units for Binyamin Bloc
Industrial zone (Beit Surik)
two.
4281 units for Maale Adumim Hamatous new apartments

After Oslo and the Apartheid Wall

forced to decide whether to move into the ghetto neighborhoods of the city or remain in the villages. Those that stay in
the villages will be locked behind the Wall and stripped of their
IDs and access to Jerusalem. Given that Palestinians rely on
Jerusalem for employment, basic services and education, the
Wall is beginning to depopulate these villages as well as tearing families and communities apart. In the last few months
80% of the population of West Ezawiya have deserted their
homes in order to remain in Jerusalem. Out of a population
of 5000 people, only around 1000 Palestinians now remain
in this village and with the Wall’s completion they will be prevented from entering Jerusalem.

After the signing of the Oslo Agreements – which institutionalised the conquest of Palestinian land and expansion of settlements - new measures were taken to shut Palestinians out of
their capital. Checkpoints were placed on the entrances to the
city. Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank were refused entry. After the outbreak of the intifada, Palestinians in Jerusalem
have been forbidden to enter West Bank except for Ramallah.
A steady exodus of Palestinian organizations and commerce
began from the centre of Jerusalem into outlying areas such as
"We may die but we will eradicate death from our land.
land "
Abu Dis, Ezawiya, Beir Naballa and Al-Ram so they could continue to operate. The social and cultural life of the city began to The Wall around Jerusalem ensures the annexation of all the
disintegrate under the Occupation closures and continued the settlement blocs around the city (also known as “the Jerusalem Envelope”) and their expansion on the Palestinian lands
suffocation of Palestinian areas.
stolen by the Wall.

Ghettos and the Apartheid Wall

The Wall slices through the land and cuts Sawahreh apart
apart.
The Apartheid Wall began in the north of the West Bank in June
2002, with the conﬁscation of land and the uprooting of trees
in Jenin and Qalqiliya districts. By 2005 the Wall sliced also
through Salﬁt, Ramallah, Hebron and Bethlehem districts while
the Jordan Valley is almost completely isolated.

The concrete Wall forms a series of ghettoised Palestinian
neighborhoods:
Northwest: Beit Duqqu,
Beit Ijza, Qibia, Beit Sourik
and Beit Anaan will share
one ghetto. The Occupation has conﬁscated and
isolated 14,669 dunums
from these villages.
This ghetto has lost 5
martyrs so far in its demonstrations against the
Apartheid Wall.
North: Beit Hanina, Qalandiya, Beir Nabala, al- Jeeb and
Jodaira form a ghetto. Between
them the villages will lose at
least 10635 dunums from the
Wall.
East: Ar-Ram, Jaba’, Hizma,
Anata and Shoffat form a ghetto, isolated from 6500 dunums
of their lands.

As the remaining Palestinian areas of Jerusalem became ghettoised by the Wall, checkpoints and roadblocks, Palestinian
organizations and businesses moved deeper into the ghettos
of the West Bank. Life for Palestinian communities became
intolerable as the Wall and settler-roads squeezed them into
smaller enclaves.
Once the Wall is ﬁnished throughout Jerusalem it will total
181km. By December 2005, over 130km of the 8-meter high
concrete structure had been constructed. Completion in 2006
will leave the majority of Palestinians in and around Jerusalem
– around 190,000 people – facing two options. To stay in Jerusalem’s ghetto neighborhoods, subjected to high Occupation
taxes, imprisoned by Walls and a life under siege. Secondly,
exile into what remains of the West Bank and Gaza or abroad,
and permanent loss of the right to live in their capital.
Palestinians who live in nearby towns and villages in Bethlehem and Ramallah districts – areas which the Occupation considers outside the Greater Jerusalem Municipality – are being

Southeast: An 8 meter high
concrete Wall, a jewish-only
road and settlements imprison Abu Dis, Anata and
Eizarya Ghetto.
In Anata, the Apartheid Wall
runs through the school play
ground and seals off around
32,000 dunums for the expansion of the E1 settlement
block.

New settlements are growing throughout the Old City itself
and in the neighbourhoods immediately surrounding the Old
City (Silwan, Ras al Amud, At Tur, Wadi al Joz, Sheikh Jarrah). The Occupation supports the ejection of Palestinians
in this area through house demolitions and by the support of
extremist settlers. These settlers employ various methods, including force, to take over Palestinian property.

Apartheid Roads
and Checkpoints
Two major checkpoints – one
towards Ramallah and one towards Jerusalem – and a series
of subsidiary control points are
isolating the areas of Jerusalem slated for Judaization from
the rest of the West Bank. Orwellian structures of repression
and control, the checkpoints of
Qalandiya (to Ramallah) and alKubbe (to Bethlehem) consist of
a series of racist harassment schemes, a maze of corridors
and loudspeaker commands given by invisible Occupation
forces. The few Palestinians still permitted to visit Jerusalem
are caged-in between the metal doors at the will of the Occupation, screened and controlled before they reach their capital.
Tunnels and an alternative road system are being developed
by the Occupation in order to back up their claims that Palestinian areas have “contiguity”. In reality the racist road system
uses a series of tunnels which enable complete control over
Palestinian movement. By funneling Palestinian movement
from the ghettos via a series of tunnels and gates, the Occupation has developed the means by which it can secure total
regulation of Palestinians as they move between their ghettos.
Meanwhile, super settler-only highway roads are expanding
throughout the West Bank to serve the expanding colonies.
Linking in with the Apartheid Wall, these roads further isolate
Palestinian communities.
Two new settler-only bypass roads planned for Jerusalem, will
add to the grid which already exists in the city, connecting the
settler roads southeast of Bethlehem to the roads to the north
west. They will reach a length of 45 Km for which 1070 dunums
of land have been conﬁscated. This road will demolish at least
38 houses in Sawahra, Tour and Abu Dis. The Second Road
(# 16) will connect between the Ramot Eshkol Settlement to
Maale Adumim and the other settlements in East Jerusalem.
The length of the road will be 2.8 Km.

Israel’s own system of Apartheid has been in operation since
1948, subjugating the one million Palestinians who remain in
their 1948 lands to the most pernicious form of discrimination.
Since 1967, Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza have been
subject to the most brutal military Occupation which through
the Apartheid Wall threatens a new Palestinian exodus.
Article 49, paragraph 6 of the IV Geneva Convention is explicit
in its stipulation that “the occupying power shall not deport or
transfer parts of its own civilian
population into the territory it occupies”.
Meanwhile, Article 46 of the
Hague Convention prohibits the
conﬁscation of private property in
occupied territory. The conﬁscation of land by the Occupation for
settlement construction is in violation of this article.
Yet International support and
complicity for the Israeli Occupation and its constant breaches of the fundamental aspects of
international law, has enabled the most insidious war crimes
against the Palestinian people to take place. The funding of
the railway project by French companies Alstom and Connex
needs to be halted now. The United States, which has channeled millions of dollars for the checkpoints in the Wall, must
stop its aid for Israeli war crimes. The World Bank must pull out
its support for development schemes such as industrial zones
which are strategically placed by the Wall.

Breaking down the Apartheid Wall
Jerusalem is being ethnically cleansed. Palestinians are being shut out of their capital, squeezed behind Walls and settlements where life is unbearable. Zionists openly declare it to be
their war for the expulsion of Palestinians from Jerusalem. Yet,
the world has failed to react adequately to the dramatic threats
to the city in this latest phase of settler colonization.
In order to combat the Apartheid Wall and the racist policies
and practices of the Occupation, the international community is
required to act now.
Awareness raising on the Occupation must support the Palestinian struggle for a future free of Apartheid and discrimination.

While Palestinians continue to resist the Wall and the settlement projects, their struggle for justice requires people of conscience across the world to build a movement capable of giving
genuine solidarity. Sanctions, divestment and boycotts of Israel
form the means by which such a movement can develop the
Against International Law
unity necessary to build the type of pressure and assistance
The Occupation has consistently deﬁed international law and that Palestinians are calling for.
denied basic Palestinian rights. From the cleansing of “West”
Jerusalem to the refusal to allow the Palestinian right of re- www.StoptheWall.org - mobilize@stopthewall.org
turn, the Occupation has perpetuated Apartheid and created
a deeply racist and discriminatory system. Israel - the target
of almost 100 UN resolutions - remains as a pariah state and
Palestinians continue as an Occupied people.
The Wall threatens a new Nakba (catastrophe). It represents
the latest Zionist attack to remove Palestinians from their lands
and Judaize Jerusalem. The International Court of Justice
(ICJ), declared the Wall illegal on July 9th 2004, and they instructed the international community “not to render any aid or
assistance in maintaining the situation created by it”.

