
 

 

The Palestinian Anti-Apartheid Wall 
Campaign has been formed in October 
2003. It is since then the main national 
body coordinating the grassroots strug-
gle of a coalition of Palestinian NGOs 
and 54 popular committees resisting 
the Wall. It acts as the voice of commu-
nities on the local level; provides mo-
bilization and coordination on the na-
tional level; and participates in the 
global struggle against colonization 
and racism in the international arena. 
Since its inception the campaign has 
worked as an independent body, fol-
lowing and responding not to political 
parties but to the people’s needs and 
demands based on the pursuit of the 
three goals of our national struggle: 
liberation of our land, independence of 
our people, and implementation of the 
right of return of our refugees. We fur-
ther advocate for boycott, divestment 
and sanctions (BDS) against Israel on 
local, national and international levels.  
 

Our immediate goals are: 
1.   Stopping the Wall’s construction  
2.   Dismantling all parts of the Wall  
3. Full restitution of land and prop-

erty and compensation for dam-
ages and losses 

 

These demands cannot be compro-
mised in the Campaign’s work.  
(For more see:  
http://stopthewall.org/news/1.shtml)    
 

We believe that youth initiatives and 
issues are an integral part of resistance 
movements, and cannot be separated 
from our national struggle.  The Cam-
paign has therefore started supporting, 
facilitating and empowering this arm 
of our overall resistance. 



The Youth  
& the Anti-Apartheid 

Wall Campaign 
 
The Campaign’s work with and in sup-
port of the youth started in summer 
2005. Links have been created with 
youth groups and campuses and the 
first lectures on the Apartheid Wall 
have been hosted by youth groups. A 
small research project has strength-
ened the involvement of the youth 
within the resistance against the Wall 
and Israeli occupation. Students from 
Birzeit university and some villages in 
Salfit district have joined efforts to 
draw the map of some 35 Palestinian 
villages in central Salfit region – the 
“Ariel finger”, the part of the Wall that 
swallows most of the district land and 
makes it unlivable.  
 

Since then we have expanded our 
work into seven Palestinian universi-
ties and several youth organizations 
and are continuing to enlarge our net-
work. Many youth have started to join 
the Campaign, volunteering their time 
and knowledge to strengthen the 
Campaign’s work.  
 

It is crucial to involve Palestinian 
youth groups in this struggle via their 
own projects and students via their 
research initiatives and curricula. 
Many students have already been 
motivated to develop their academic 
research projects on the Wall, its 
history, political meaning and effects. 
Not only does this increase our 
knowledge of and perspectives on 
the Occupation, but it provides the 
youth with the opportunity to guide 
the course of resistance.   
 

By building contacts and holding 
meetings, courses and education 
tours, the Campaign stimulates 
youth groups and students to create 
and maintain networks across the 
West Bank.  These groups take 
much of the responsibility for the 
planning and implementation of ac-
tivities, which in turn foster a spirit of 
community and teamwork at the lo-
cal and regional levels. 

 

 A New Generation To Lead  
The Struggle Towards A Free And Just Tomorrow 

 
The Apartheid Wall poses one of the major challenges to the Palestinian 
people and their struggle. It physically bars the youth of Palestine from their 
future. Deprived of their land, without prospects for decent jobs and isolated 
in the more or less restricted ghettos or Bantustans, Palestinian youth are 
left with two options: surrender to the Israeli agenda and leave their land to 
join some six million Palestinian refugees outside; or struggle for dignity, lib-
eration and justice on their home ground. 
 
As a national movement we have a responsibility to support our youth to 
make the decisions that can help to break down the Wall and end our ghetto-
ization. 
 
Engaging the youth in active and united resistance against the Wall is espe-
cially important in combating factionalism and normalization of the Occupa-
tion. Unlike previous generations, today’s youth have grown up under the 
reality of a seemingly permanent Wall, unchecked levels of Israeli crimes, 
and political disarray. This outlook must be changed, and the Wall and the 
Occupation must be redefined as something that can, and will, be overcome. 
 
Throughout our history, the youth of Palestine have been the cornerstone of 
our struggle. It is their determination, spirit and imagination that has elevated 
our plight and struggle onto center stage of world politics. It was the demon-
strations led by our youth and the ferment in our universities that made our 
Intifada a global symbol of resistance against colonialism, oppression and 
racism. 
 
The decade of appeasement without justice imposed during Oslo has put 
severe strain on this line of struggle. Yet the spirit of national unity against 
the occupation and steadfastness against injustice are still inscribed in the 
eyes of our youth. We are ready to fight for our rights as youth and students 
and as part of the community of Palestinian people. 
 
In the face of the Wall and our Bantustanization, the coming generations 
have to take up the task of moving the struggle into a new era. Old para-
digms are breaking down, and new solutions need to be found. We want to 
be well prepared to face this challenge.  

Above left: Do'a Abdel Khader Naser, 
a 13 year old girl from Izbet Naser, 
south of Tulkarem, was assassinated 
by the Occupation forces on her way 
from school in December 2006. 
 

Above right: students discuss the 
Apartheid Wall and resistance to it.  
 

Left: Youth in Bethlehem protest the 
Apartheid Wall.  
 

Below left: Youth in Jerusalem resist the 
Judaization of the Palestinian capital.  



 

Our Goals 
 
We aim to integrate youth into our liberation movements, rather than to separate youth issues from our national 
struggle. We thus want to support young leaders and activists who can take up the heritage of our struggle, continu-
ously renewing and strengthening it until justice and liberation is achieved for all of us.  
 

We thus work to: 

1. give the youth spaces of decision making 
2. strengthen their spirit of resistance 
3.   give them the tools and knowledge for effective struggle against the Apartheid Wall and Israeli Occupation. 
 

Strategies and Activities 
 
We base our work with the Palestinian youth on several priorities:  
• education in Palestinian history and resistance and global struggles via lectures and exhibits 
• development of critical research capacities   
• support of  initiatives decided upon and organized by youth and students 
• stimulating mobilization in the universities and districts 
• promoting the call for boycott among the youth and in the universities 
• organizing tours to challenge the fragmentation of the West Bank 
• organizing and supporting networking meetings and youth camps with participants from different universities and 

youth organizations 
• international outreach to students and youth movements. 
  

Education 
 
With a successful study on Salfit district completed, the Campaign’s youth work has continued to expand in scope. A 
series of classes has been held at universities and youth clubs in the West Bank to create a solid historical under-
standing of the Palestinian struggle and to better prepare students for organizing effective resistance activities 
against the Occupation.  Courses on Zionism and the history of the Palestinian struggle supplement courses already 
taught in the university. The primary goal is to move the youth movement forward by enabling them to incorporate 
the successes of their struggle - in particular the first Intifada - while learning from its failures.  
 

Other courses on the Apartheid Wall and its effects, as well as on the Boycott, Divest, Sanctions movement as a tool 
of resistance and solidarity cover information that is not dealt with at all within the schools and universities. The main 
intent is to look realistically at the boycott now and to encourage students to formulate strategies for strengthening the 
movement. This sends a clear message to the world and at the same time revives boycott as part of Palestinian cul-
ture, making it an almost automatic response to products from a state that is actively seeking to destroy our people.    
 

A photo exhibit is currently touring Palestinian universities and youth clubs to further inform and create spaces of 
discussion. 
 

Networking 
 
The Campaign organizes student tours of the West Bank, with two goals; first, the tour allows students to see the 
different areas that are actively being devastated by the Apartheid Wall. This provides the participants with a compre-
hensive understanding of what the Wall means for the future of Palestine. Second, the tours bring together students 
from all areas of the West Bank, fostering student contacts and networks. This is especially important given the 
movement restrictions imposed by the Occupation.   
 

In addition meetings are organized to ensure active students and youth organizers from all over the West Bank can 
meet and discuss their experiences, strategies and visions.  
 

Youth promotes Boycotts 
 
Currently, the boycott movement is gaining considerable strength in various West Bank universities. Students in the 
Arab American University of Zababde, Qalqiliya Open al Quds University and Birzeit University have organized a 
consumer boycott of Israeli goods, banning these products from the campus cafeterias. Further campaigns are under 
way or planned in other West Bank universities.  
 

In addition, in Birzeit University over 1,000 students and 130 professors have supported the movement to boycott 
Israeli academics. This is a direct protest against the overwhelming silence of the Israeli academy in speaking out 
against the Occupation and specifically in condemning the damage it has done to the education system in Palestine.   
 



  Call to 
the Palestinian youth  

& students movements 
worldwide 

 
We are calling on Palestinian youth 
in the Diaspora to extend the strug-
gle for their return and justice for all 
of us, in tandem with our students 
living under occupation and apart-
heid.  
 

We call upon students all over the 
world to stand beside us and to sup-
port the struggle for our rights.  
 

Your struggle is our struggle!   
 
We ask you to: 
 

• mobilize Palestinian youth 
everywhere in a united Pales-
tinian call inside and outside 
of our homeland 

 

• organize Palestine solidarity 
student groups 

 

• organize campus BDS cam-
paigns and pressure your fac-
ulty to stop their links with 
Apartheid Israel and its institu-
tions  

 

• use our materials and dissemi-
nate them in your communi-
ties, organizations and institu-
tions 

 

• coordinate and twin with Pal-
estinian student groups within 
the West Bank 

 

• organize solidarity trips 
 

• ensure the links are made with 
other social justice struggles 
around the world 

 

• support us to translate our 
website 

 

• share ideas with us and let us 
know about your efforts by 
sending accounts, pictures 
and videos about your initia-
tives and actions. 

Our Commitment 
 

The Campaign’s aim to tear down 
the Wall is aligned with the Pales-
tinian dream for liberation - for 
those of us inside and in exile, the 
young and old, those who have 
died, and those yet to be born.  
We are part of the struggle to pro-
tect our birthright to not only ex-
ist, but to reclaim our history and  
our ancestral land, and ensure a 
just future for Palestinian people.   
 
Our vision is built upon our 
strength of will and steadfast-
ness, which, like the roots of our 
ancient olive trees, run deep 
within our struggle and continue 
to feed our resistance. We stand 
firmly in the belief that these ba-
sic principles of our cause must 
no longer be betrayed or compro-
mised.  We will not relinquish our 
right to our lands, and we will not 
stand by while a new Nakba de-
scends upon our people. 
 
The Wall is an integral part of the 
Zionist project to remove Pales-
tinians from Palestine. We 
strongly believe that it can be torn 
down, and with it, the racist ambi-
tions of Zionism.  We know that 
our struggle will not be won to-
morrow, and we are not in a 
hurry.  
 
Our road ahead is long, and so we 
must build a strong foundation of 
resistance by staying honest and 
true to our principles. Generation 
after generation, we have to pro-
vide the youth with the lessons, 
guidance and trust they need and 
deserve so that they can continue 
to lead our struggle until one day 
we will be free and able to return 
to our homes. 
 
The Palestinian struggle is, at its 
core, a basic human instinct and 
drive for self-determination. It is a 
fight against expulsion and subju-
gation under Occupation.  
 
We ask the world to recognize 
this and support our path towards 
liberation without imposing con-
ditions upon this aim.  With this 
understanding and commitment, 
the dehumanization of our strug-
gle will no longer be possible, and 
the rights and aspirations of Pal-
estinians can, finally, be realised. 

 

Contact us:  
www.StopTheWall.org  
 

Palestinian grassroots  
Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign  
 

Al Bajjeh Building,  
Ramallah, Palestine  
 

phone:+ 972-2-2971505 
fax: + 972-2-2975123 
global@stopthewall.org   
mohethman@gmail.com  


