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Under threat of expulsion 

Isolation type 3: Villages and 
population centers facing 
displacement

“We turned out to be the 21st century 
refugees with peoples’ life at stake. 
The issue is not security but rather the 
creation of an atmosphere for silent 
transfer, to create a situation where 
we ourselves reach the conclusion 
that our lives are unlivable” 

– Jamal Der’awi, Nu’man village

Almost all of these villages are all 
affected either by type 1 or type 2 
isolation, but we have singled them 
out for special consideration because 
of the immediacy of the threat they 
face. The inhabitants of these villages 
face imminent destruction of their 
homes, displacement and transfer, as 
the Occupation does not recognize 
the legality of the residents or the 
title deeds to their properties. The 

Occupation considers their land to 
belong to the Israeli state. They have 
no development master plans and all 
requests for construction permits are 
refused.

The fourteen villages have a population 
of 6,314 and are subjected to crippling 
control by the Occupation. They are 
accessible through gates controlled 
by Occupation forces, and subject 
to restrictions on agricultural and 
construction activities. Military orders 
for home demolition and expulsion of 
the population are issued periodically. 
Occupation forces frequently conduct 
incursions and house demolitions.

Isolated Villages Facing 
Displacement

As indicated, almost all of the villages 
are subject to type 1 or type 2 isolation. 
The exception is ‘Ein Jwaiza, which 
is not completely isolated, but 
nonetheless under immediate threat 
of demolition. 

Isolation 
typePopulationVillage 

2204Nu’man – Bethlehem Governorate
1300Khirbet Zakaria – Bethlehem Governorate
140Fhidat Bedouins – North of Jerusalem
2400Khalayel Neighbourhood – North of Jerusalem
240Al Qubba – Bethlehem Governorate
2225Nebi Samuel – North of Jerusalem
1300‘Izbet Al Tabeeb – Qalqilya Governorate
2150‘Arab Abu Farda – Jenin Governorate
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Case Study – Nu’man 
village

Jamal Der’awi, Nu’man 
village: “What we face 
on a day-to-day basis is 
unbearable and beyond 
imagination”.

Jamal Der’awi is forty 
years old and one of the 204 
people living in Nu’man. 
Like the other villagers, 
he was trapped in Nu’man 
following the isolation of the village with walls 
from all sides. The residents are steadfast in 
their rejection of displacement. Jamal says:

“We will not live the Nakba twice… 
We are staying here, we are not leaving.”

Nu’man was occupied in 1967. It lies to the 
north east of Bethlehem and to the south east 
of Jerusalem. Its 5,000 dunams of land are 
divided between Bethlehem (30%) and nearby 
Beit Sahour (70%). In 1997, the settlement of 
Har Homa was established on the Abu Ghneim 
hill, which is part of the village land within 
the belt surrounding Jerusalem. Prior to 1992, 
the villagers in Nu’man had a quiet life with 

2250‘Arab Al Ramadeen – Qalqilya Governorate
2200Wadi Al Rasha – Qalqilya Governorate
2105Khirbet Hamdoun – Jenin Governorate
*600‘Ein Jwaiza – Bethlehem Governorate
13000Yatta Area (20 population centres) – Hebron Governorate
1500‘Arab Al Jahaleen – North of Jerusalem

6,314Total

“We will not 
live the Nakba 
twice… 
We are staying 
here, we are not 
leaving.”

The villagers of Nu’man are 
threatened with expulsion from their 
houses.
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building permits issued by Bethlehem 
municipality. According to Jamal 
Der’awi, the village is part of the area 
inhabited by the large Ta’amera family, 
which extends from Sour Baher and 
Um Touba in the north and Hebron 
to the south. The Der’awis are from 
Shawawira, Za’tara and Deir Salah. 
Part of the family moved to Nu’man 
around 150 years ago, initially living 
in caves and then tents made from goat 
hair. Around 75 years ago they started 
building stone houses that now are 
formally registered with Bethlehem 
municipality. Each house has the date 
of its construction chiseled into a stone 
above the door.

From Rightful Owners to Aliens

In 1992 the Jerusalem municipality, 
headed at the time by Ehud Olmert, 
distributed leaflets to the people
of Nu’man, telling them that their 
village and its lands were part of 
the Occupation’s municipality of 
Jerusalem and that the people living 
there, none of whom had Jerusalem 
identity papers, were there illegally 
and had to leave. Jamal says:

“We were surprised that we, the 
owners of the land and property, 
were to become foreigners on our 
own soil, becoming the violators 
of Israeli law now that the land 
was to be considered part of the 
Israeli state.”

A number of measures were taken to 
push the population out, including 
designation of the zone by the 
Occupation as a ‘green area’ – land 
only for use in agriculture or as a nature 
reserve; and  refusal of permission for 
the development of an urban plan for 
the village. Then Occupation forces 
began to issue demolition orders for 
houses in the village. In 2006 alone 
three homes were demolished. 

Ethnic Cleansing

In 1994, the schoolchildren from 
Nu’man headed to the schools of 
Sour Baher and Um Touba, as they 
had done since the Jordanian period. 
Jamal describes how on the first day
of the start of the academic year 
they were presented with a surprise 
announcement:

“The Ministry of Education and 
the municipality issued a notice 
claiming that the schools in these 
areas are for Jerusalem residents 
only. As we have Palestinian ID, 
the children would not be allowed 
to go to these schools.”

Further, as none of the community had 
Jerusalem identification papers, the
community of Nu’man was officially
‘unrecognised’ and therefore refused a 
permit to build a school in the village 
itself.
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Facing the Challenge

It became apparent to the residents 
of Nu’man that the Israeli authorities 
wanted to remove them from the 
land.  A consensus was reached by the 
villagers to resist the attempts to force 
them out and pupils were sent to the 
Palestinian schools of Beit Sahour, 
Deir Salah and Obaydia on a special 
bus. In 1998, the Occupation stepped 
up the pressure, imposing a military 
order banning vehicles from the 
West Bank from entering the village, 
stating that it was now ‘part of Israel’. 
Roadblocks were set up, a trench was 
dug 20-30 meters from the village 
and regular patrols by Occupation 
forces were implemented to block 
traffic. Pupils continued to attend their
schools, but now had to walk. 

Nu’man villagers tried everything to 
stop the attacks on their community, 
including contacting international 
human rights NGOs. However, the 
violations and procedures continued 
and now the Occupation has adopted a 
new tactic to force them out: complete 
isolation of the village.

Isolating Nu’man

In 2003, during the Al Aqsa Intifada, 
Nu’man was among the first villages
to be targeted with confiscation orders
for the construction of the Apartheid 
Wall, while Occupation bulldozers 

Two students sit beside a gate in Jenin 
district, waiting for the Occupation forces 
to let them past.

started uprooting land north of the 
village to build a settlers’ bypass 
road to connect the Israeli settlements 
to Jerusalem. Together with the 
village of Al Khas that shares the 
same Palestinian Authority-run local 
council, a significant amount of land
was grabbed. The two villages were 
completely separated by the Wall and 
the settlers’ road.

In addition, the construction of the 
Mezmouria commercial terminal 
to the south deprived the village of 
350 dunams of agricultural land and 
another 150 dunams for an army post 
to protect the Mezmouria terminal and 
the Wall. Further to these confiscations,
a revised masterplan (the ‘D3 plan’) 
for the Har Homa settlement envisages 
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building another 5,000 residential 
units. As such the village will be 
surrounded from three directions: 
by the wall; by Har Homa and the 
military outpost; to the south lies the 
gateway for commercial goods and to 
the east there is the settlement road. 
Jamal says: 

“The harassment has made our 
daily lives hell, but as long as we 
are alive we will challenge it.”

The restrictions have been gradually 
tightened on since 2004. The 
encirclement of the village was 
completed in June 2007 and at the 
current time the only way out or in is 
through a gate manned round the clock 
by military patrols. No-one living 
outside the gate is allowed in, even if 
he or she is a first-degree relative. Only
those who have Nu’man-Mezmuria  
marked in their identification papers
can use the gate. Access is refused to 
anyone with Jerusalem identity papers 
and even human rights groups are 
refused access. Jamal explains:

“For example, I have nine 
married sisters living in Al-
Khass, Dar Salah, Dheisha 
refugee camp and Hebron. Of 
course, their identification papers
do not mention that they are from 
Nu’aman or Mezmoria so they 
are not allowed even to enter 
to visit our ninety-year-old sick 
mother. For the last two months 

she has not seen any of them as 
no-one is allowed into the village. 
Sometimes they even block those 
with Jerusalem ID from entering 
through the gate.”

Jamal adds that: “for the last two 
months garbage trucks have 
been forbidden to enter”.  The 
population have resorted to 
burning the garbage as they did 
thirty or forty years ago, which 
the army attempts to prevent, 
under the pretext that this is not 
allowed under Israeli law. 

The villagers are prohibited from 
bringing in essential barrels of fuel for 
alleged ‘security reasons’, even those 
transported from ‘Israeli’ areas. Daily 
life is miserable but the villagers have 
proved to be exceptionally resilient. 
Jamal says:

“In many cases, the villagers 
have resorted to smuggling 
barrels of fuel: sometimes they 
are successful, sometimes not. 
But we keep trying. Now, even 
vegetable trucks are not allowed 
through. It makes you laugh and 
cry at the same time.”

Even the vet is not allowed to enter 
the vilage: instead, the 200 cattle have 
to go to Beit Sahour for vaccination. 
A malfunctioning refrigerator has to 
be carried to Beit Sahour for repair, 
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because the technician is not allowed 
in. Wheat sacks must be emptied into 
transparent plastic bags. If someone is 
carries a kilo of tomatoes or bananas, 
he can be accused of “smuggling food 
products into Israel”.

Any pupil more than six years old must 
carry a birth certificate while waiting
for the humiliating procedures of 
passing through the gate. Ambulances 
are not allowed to enter. When a fire
broke out in the village woodland, 
neither the West Bank nor the Israeli 
fire engines were allowed to enter.
While the area is considered Israeli, 
no municipal services whatsoever are 
available. Jamal comments that “our 
village is simply a detention center”.

One of the particularly acute problems 
is the case of a number of women in the 
village who came from Jordan after the 
1994 Oslo agreements, married in the 
village and applied for permission to 
stay on. Following the Al Aqsa Intifada, 
such permissions were banned. The 
women were trapped. In the event that 
they are allowed out, they would not be 
allowed back in and the same applies to 
their children. If any of those pertaining 
to this category need medical treatment, 
they must suffer silently: a trip to the 
hospital would mean expulsion from 
their home.

Humiliating procedures have become 
the rule of the day. Jamal explains 
that the ultimate objective is for the 

villagers to leave of their own accord, 
to be subject to a silent transfer from 
their homes: “If we cross ten times a 
day through the gate, we are subject 
to the tedious humiliating search 
again and again”, he says. He adds: 

“We turned out to be the 21st 
century refugees with peoples’ 
life at stake. The issue is not 
security but rather the creation of 
an atmosphere for silent transfer, 
to create a situation where we 
ourselves reach the conclusion 
that our lives are unlivable”

A family forced to live in a tent, amid the 
ruins of their former home.
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Haj Ibrahim Jadallah
“We shall remain steadfast. When they 
demolish our homes, we will rebuild 
them with determination”.

Haj Ibrahim is 97 years old and is an 
authority figure in his village Khirbet
Zakaria to the south of Bethlehem. He 
spent most of his life resisting plans for 
displacement to clear the way for the 
Gush Etzion settlement bloc. Currently, 
Zakaria has 58 brick and mud houses 
with tin ceilings. The Occupation is 
seeking to demolish all structures built 
in the village after 1967: 18 houses, a 
school and a health clinic.

Haj Ibrahim states that his ancestors 
moved from Irtas village, south of 
Bethlehem to Zakaria, which two 
centuries ago was part of the village 
of Sourif to the north. His grandfather, 
Jadallah, purchased the land and 

Haj Ibrahim has spent most of his life 
resisting the Occupation’s attempts to drive 
his people out.

established the village of Khirbet 
Zakaria, leaving it to his children. 
During the Ottoman era, some of 
the villagers lived in caves or mud 
houses, or came from Irtas to till the 
land during the day. Haj Ibrahim’s 
grandfather never left this rocky land 
where he lived in a mud house.

The settlement is built on stolen village land.
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Working the land, generation after 
generation 

Jadallah and his family raised cattle 
for dairy products as well as planting 
peaches, grapes, wheat and barley. 
The products were sold in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem and Hebron. Generations 
later, his family was still working on 
the land. Haj Ibrahim says: 

“The mountains were rocky and 
bare. We were the ones who 
planted and farmed this area. 
Some of the family cultivated fruit, 
others were arable farmers and 
others raised animals. My side of 
the family were arable farmers. 
We worked hard and life was 
moving in a simple rhythm. We 
were fine”.

The view from Zakaria: Palestinians look 
out of their front doors to see the settlers 
living on the profits of expulsion.

Things started to change drastically 
after 1967 when Zionist settlers started 
to grab the land and expand settlements 
by force. Since 1967, 750 dunams of 
village land have been confiscated on
military orders.

Land confiscation was accompanied
by regular settler assaults to terrify the 
villagers. 

“They kept attacking us and they 
beat me up breaking my teeth and 
bruising me all over. Whenever 
they see a boy or a girl they hit 
them. But we’re not leaving our 
land. When the army kicks us out, 
we come the next day to till our 
land”.

Despite the settler assaults, the Zakaria 
villagers have learned from the 1948 
Nakba that if they leave, they will 
never be allowed back. In 1967, when 
it became apparent that the villagers 
were resisting the pressure to leave the 
land, the Occupation forces issued an 
ultimatum: to leave within 24 hours or 
risk being shot. “No one heeded the 
call and we stayed on our land and in 
our homes”, says Haj Ibrahim. 

As the settlement expanded day after 
day, the villagers’ land kept shrinking. 
Haj Ibrahim adds: 
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“We kept planting in the little plot 
left for us even if it had no economic 
return. You cannot compare the 
time when we had 20 to 30 dunams 
instead of the 3 or 4 dunams that we 
have now. Also, our access to the 
market shrank. The Israelis left us 
no place to sustain ourselves”.

The same applies to animal resources 
with the increasing fodder prices and 
shrinking grazing areas. There used to 
be 400 cattle in the village, now there are 
only a couple of goats, and the villagers 
must buy fodder for these from Hebron or 
Bethlehem. “In short, it is not profitable
anymore”.

40 Days under Curfew

With the eruption of the current Intifada, 
Zakaria residents, like other Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, were placed 
under curfew for a period of forty days and 
deprived of basic services. Completely 
surrounded by the settlements and at risk 
of sniper fire from Occupation forces and
settlers, the villagers were forced to sneak 
across the hills to bring in basic supplies 
from Beit Ummar and Beit Fajjar. School 
children were prevented from attending 
school. Children were often beaten up 
by the settlers. The army would prevent 
them from proceeding, which would mean 
either staying home or trekking 7 km in 
each direction to school in Beit Fajjar.
Haj Ibrahim concludes that “life under 
occupation is miserable, oppressive and 

racist.  Already four houses have 
been demolished, so were two 
cisterns. They keep demolishing 
and we keep rebuilding. They even 
refuse to allow us to build graves”.

Palestinians are unable to reach their 
villages. Meanwhile the settlement grows.
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‘Izbet Al Tabeeb

‘Izbet Al Tabeeb is to the east of 
Qalqilya. To the north is the village 
of Jayyous, to the west is Nabi Elias, 
and ‘Azzoun and Assaleh are to the 
south. 217 Palestinians live in 40 
mud, brick and tin houses built on 85 
dunams of land, of the 728 dunams 
owned by the village.

The Occupation authorities refuse to 
recognize the village and the right of 
the people to live there. All buildings 
constructed after 1967 are considered 
illegal and there are pending 
demolition on 23 buildings including 
the health clinic and kindergarten. 
Residents are to be displaced into 
the neighbouring ‘Azzoun village. 
Basic health, educational and public 
facilities are lacking. It is necessary 

to travel long distances to access 
basic services. School children 
have to go on foot to the ‘Azzoun 
school.

The families of Izbet Al Tabeeb are 
originally from Tobsor, one of the 
villages destroyed in 1948. In 1920, 
the founder of the village, Hamad 
Al Tabeeb purchased a 135 dunam 
plot from the owner, who was from 
Kufr Qaddoum village. Hamad had 
two spouses, one living in Tobsor 
and the other in the first house built
in Dhahr El Hama. The village 
began life as a personal ranch 
bearing Tabeeb’s name. After 1930, 
Hamad’s children from his first wife
and his nephews started to move 
into the ample, fertile space their 
father had purchased. A number of 
brick and mud houses were erected. 
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When the villagers of Tobsor were driven from 
their homes in 1948, the Tabeeb family invited 
their relatives to the ranch, where they built 
houses. By the mid 1950s, there were 10 houses 
and some hedged-in fields for cattle. The site
had cattle and agricultural products marketed in 
Qalqilya and Nablus. Under Jordanian rule, up 
until 1967, the village was largely ignored by 
the authorities: no infrastructure was built, but 
there were no building restrictions.

Displacement Threat

After the Occupation of 1967, the Occupation 
authorities designated ‘Izbet Al Tabeeb an 
agricultural site. As a result, no infrastructure 
was to be built whatsoever and a large number 
of the young people had to leave the village to 
build and start families elsewhere. In the mid 
eighties, military orders were issued for the 
demolition of houses built without permits. 
Initially, the villagers did not take the demolition 
orders seriously. However, with the pressure 
increasing, they started to apply for permits. 
Without exception they were refused. In early 
nineties, the village applied for a master plan 
for building and infrastructure. The Occupation 

Palestinian activists have been 
working to save the village from 
demolition.

Blocked off: the main entrance to Izbet Tabib.
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authorities kept rejecting the plan claiming 
that the documents were incomplete or that 
the plan was unprofessional.

Land Confiscation and Harassments

With the outbreak of the Second Intifada, 
harassment measures in the village increased 
significantly:

1) The entrance to the village was closed 
with concrete blocks.

2) Access was refused to road 55, which was 
later designated for use by settlers only.

3) Regular incursions were made into the 
village to detain children, using the 
pretext that they had thrown stones at 
settlers crossing through the area.

4) Grazing areas were shut down and 
agricultural lands confiscated for the
construction of the Wall and for the benefit
of the settlements.

Construction of the Wall on village land was 
started in 2004 and completed in October 
2005. The village is surrounded on three 
sides. The Wall runs from the north to the 
west of the village. Settler road No. 55 
cuts the village off from the West. To the 
south there is an uninhabitable and infertile 
area. The Wall has resulted in the isolation 
and destruction of 273 dunams of land. In 
addition, 12 dunams were earmarked for the 
settler road with a 70 meter ‘security’ area.

The people of Izbet at Tabib gather 
to strategize and protest against 
their expulsion.

The Occupation at work: wrecking 
homes and lives.
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The Expulsion Order

On January 3, 2007, the Occupation authorities 
issued a final rejection of the villages’
masterplan application. The Occupation 
authorities determined that:

 The village houses and agricultural sheds 
were ‘illegally built’ and would not be li-
censed.

 A number of houses within were within 
the area earmarked for the planned road 
No. 531, ‘as per map No. T/927’ 

 The houses built ‘illegally’ within the 
planned road are less than two km from 
‘Azzoun. The occupation authorities de-
termined that Azzoun has a master plan 
‘capable of absorbing more than 76% of 
the expected population increase until the 
year 2015’.

Based on these points, the villages’ application 
for a master plan was rejected. The Occupation 
authorities specifically underlined their view
that “the steps taken to obtain a master plan 
do not cancel the demolition orders that have 
been issued.”

Palestinians are fighting for every last
olive tree on every last inch of land.

At the main entrance to Izbet 
Tabib, students are forced to pick 
their way past the roadblock.
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‘Ein Jwaiza in Walaja Village

‘Ein Jwaiza is an integral part of 
the village of Walaja to the west of 
Bethlehem. It includes 300 people 
living in 45 houses over an area of 
2,500 dunams. Following the 1967 
occupation of the West Bank, the 
Jwaiza neighourhood was annexed 
to the borders of the Occupation’s 
municipality of Jerusalem, without 

recognizing the existence of the people 
living there. The affected residents were 
not informed of this development until 
in the early eighties when bulldozers 
started to level the area. Occupation 
forces demolished a number of houses 
and distributed further demolition 
orders to all houses built after 1967. 
To date 18 homes have been 
demolished: some of these have been 
demolished more than once, having 
been rebuilt. Munzer Hamad (33) had 
his three bedroom house demolished 

A house destroyed in Ein Jwaiza in Walaja.

in November 2006. The neighborhood 
offered him shelter and raised funds 
to rebuild his house. This was done 
quickly, but in December 2006 the 
Occupation forces came again and 
demolished the house once more, 
making Munzer and his family 
homeless a second time. 
Like those in the threatened villages 

all over the West Bank, the people of 
Ein Jwaiza are subjected to continual 
harassment by the Occupation in order 
to force them into leaving. 
In the face of ongoing ethnic cleansing, 
which began in 1948 and continues in 
2007, Palestinians remain steadfast, 
fighting for every last inch of the
land. As apartheid roads and walls 
carve Palestine into ghettoes under 
the control of Occupation forces, 
Palestinians continue to struggle for 
their very existence.




