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Encircled and controlled

Isolation type 1: Villages and 
suburbs walled from three sides 
and tightly controlled from the 
fourth side.

The pattern of isolation affecting the 
majority of ghettoized population 
centers is complete closure of three 
sides with the imposition of severe 
movement restrictions on the fourth 
side. This pattern includes 60 localities 
in 17 enclaves affecting 257,265 
persons residing east of the Wall. These 
localities typically have only one access 
gate, which is controlled by Occupation 
forces. Gates are frequently completely 
closed according to the requirements 
of Occupation forces, often without 
any reason being given. Gates can be 
opened or closed on the individual 
whim of the Occupation forces manning 
the gate, on any pretext. 
The arbitrariness of 
opening times maximizes 
the disruption to the daily 
life of the Palestinian 
population.

In certain cases, access to 
the population centre is 
possible only through a 
fortified tunnel underneath
an apartheid road, which 

is a highway built for use by Jewish 
settlers, and off bounds to Palestinians. 
The tunnels usually lead to a gate, as 
in ‘Habla, south of Qalqilya, or to a 
roadblock with cement blocks and 
watchtowers. The public using the 
tunnels are subjected to systematic 
humiliation and control procedures. 

In many areas, the Wall cuts across 
traditional access roads. These have 
therefore been rerouted following 
the path of the Wall, meaning that it 
takes far longer to get to destinations. 
Population centers are effectively 
separated from each other. To take 

Hable gate: this tunnel has a gate which can be closed at any 
time by the Occupation, cutting off the whole of South West 
Qalqilya, while on the settler-only highway above the tunnel, 
traffic moves freely.
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an example from Jerusalem: before 
the construction of the Wall, the 
neighborhood of Bir Nabala was 
a two kilometers distance from Al 
Ram, its closest service centre. The 
construction of the Wall led to the 
closure of the Al Ram-Jerusalem road, 
which was formerly used by residents 
of Bir Nabala to access Al Ram. The 
road was rerouted to the North West 
and the journey is now 14 km.

The isolation policy has had a 
disastrous impact on the economy and 
infrastructure. Unemployment has 
soared and many have been forced 
to relocate within Palestine or left 
the country altogether. Confiscation
of land has devastated communities 
and businesses. Commercial activity, 
for example in Qalqilya, Bir Nabala, 
Al Ram and Anata, has been in effect 

completely halted. Smaller locations 
are often deprived from access to 
service areas, markets and job sites. 
In 2005, the Occupation sought 
assistance from the international 
community to finance the apartheid
road network, claiming that it would 
facilitate movement and access for 
Palestinians.

The isolation policy has also had a 
serious impact on the educational 
process. With longer routes and 
roadblocks, the time and cost of 
travel have increased sharply. Pupils 
and students are sometimes denied 
passage altogether under various 
pretexts. Isolation has also had a 
serious impact on the health system, 
causing difficulties for those seeking
medical treatment. 

Bir Nabala, surrounded and shut off: The isolation policy has had a disastrous impact.
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Within the six ghettoes, there are two 
types of enclave:

a) Where there is a cluster of small 
villages surrounded by the Wall 
from all sides, for example the 
enclave containing Bir Nabala, 
Al Jeeb, Al Jadeira and old Beit 
Hanina. This affects the villages 
around Jerusalem.

Villages subject to ‘Type 1’ isolation: closure on three sides by the Wall and 
apartheid infrastructure, with severe restrictions on the fourth side

Areas marked * are also subject to type 3 isolation, and are threatened with 
imminent demolition.

Summary

Isolated enclaves Total population

Southern ghetto 4 62277
Central ghetto 6 47589
Northern ghetto 7 147399
Total 17 257265

Southern ghetto

Enclaves, broken down by population centers Population

South East of Jerusalem  
Al – Ezarayyeh 17,913
Abu Dees 12,470
Al –Sawahreh 5,364
Ash-Sheikh Sa’d 2,477

Total 38224
West Bethlehem Enclave  

Al- Walajeh 1,746
Battier 4,348
Wadi Fuqin 1,238
Husan 5,881

b)  Where there are individually 
isolated villages surrounded by the 
Wall with no free access to the rest 
of the West Bank such as Anata, 
Qalqilya, Deir Kiddis, ‘Habla and 
Ras Attieh.
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Nahaleen 6,603
Al Jaba’a 937

Total 20753

Khirbet Zakaria, Bethlehem Governorate* 300

Yatta Area (20 population centres) – Hebron 
Governorate* 3000

Total threatened population 62277

The Central ghetto
Enclaves, broken down by population centers Population

North of Jerusalem  
Al-Jeeb 4,779
Al-Jdeera 2,184
Bir Nabala 6,270
Old Beit Hanina 1,427
Arab Al-Jahaleen* 500

Total  15160
North-West of Jerusalem  

At-Tireh 1,700
Beit Duqo 1,648
Beit Ejza 691
Beddu 6,556
Beit Iksa 1,616
Beit Suriek 3,931
Al- Qbeibeh 2,130
Qatanna 7,718
Beit E’nan 4,390
Beit Liqya 8,346
Beit Sira 2,938
Kharbatha al-Misbah 5,425
Um al-Lahem 500

Total 47589
East of Jerusalem  

Anata 9,906
Dahiat as-Sala/ Shu’fat Refugee Camp 30,000
Azza’iem 2,531

Total 42,437
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Ar-Ram and Dahiat al Barid 26,352
West Ramallah enclave  

Al Madyeh 1,349
Ne’leen 4,913
Budrus 1,564
Qibya 5,097
Shentien 903

Total 13,826
Deir Qeddies 2,035
Total threatened population 147399

The Northern ghetto

Enclaves, broken down by population centers Population

Qalqilia & Salfit  enclaves  
Ad-Dab’a 279
Izbat Jal’oud 147
Al Mdawar 228
Izbat al Ashkar 432
Beit Amin 1,185
Siniria 3,088
Kufur Thulth 4,511
Masha 2,043
Sartta 2,691
Bidya 8,586
Qarawa Bani Hassan 3,829
Izbat Salman 665

Total 27684
Central enclave  

Az-Zawyeh 5,234
Rafat 2,078
Deir Ballout 3,796

Total 11108
Hableh 6,358
Ras Ateyyeh 1,652
Qalqilia City 46,214
Arab al-Ramadeen 201

‘Izbet Al Tabeeb, Qalqilya Governorate* 300

Total threatened population 93517



13

Case Study

Bir Nabala, Al Jeeb, Al Jadeira 
and Old Beit Hanina

This enclave, currently inhabited by 
14,660 people, was administratively 
part of Jerusalem prior to 1967. Though 
the Occupation did not formally include 
the towns in the newly-defined borders,
Jerusalem remained the center of life 
for services and markets. Being close to 
the 1948 line and at the mid-way point 
between the north and south of the West 
Bank, it attracted large scale investment 
in enterprises such as garages, 
workshops and real estate activities. 
Although the hub of activity was 
focused in Bir Nabala, the surrounding 
villages thrived and many Jerusalemites 
moved to reside in the area.

However, the portion of the Wall 
separating the main Jerusalem-
Ramallah road was started in Al Ram 
in 2004. It destroyed the north eastern 
access to the villages, isolating them 
from service centers and economic 
activity in Jerusalem as well as Al 
Ram.

To tighten the screws further, a 
military order was issued in 2005 
to confiscate hundreds of dunams
of land from the villages to erect 
the Apartheid Wall. The belt was 
completed with a single crossing 
point connecting it to Ramallah from 

the north western side: a tunnel below 
apartheid road no. 443, complete with 
watch towers and cement blocks. 
Military patrols search vehicles and 
passers-by on a regular basis, and 
prevent access for those coming from 
the north.

With the closure of Al Ram’s main 
entrance through the Apartheid Wall, 
the journey to Jerusalem became 14km 
instead of the less than 2km that it was 
previously. As a result, the economic 
situation deteriorated and many shops 
and businesses closed. The number 
of Jerusalemites living in Bir Nabala 
declined from 2000 to less than 200. 
An apartment or shop that used to be 
rented for 250 Jordanian Dinars per 
month can be now be let for around 
80JD. Companies that have not closed 
down are in a miserable shape.

The new entrance for 14,660 people living in 
North-West Jerusalem: Palestinians must queue 
for hours at the checkpoints.
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Ayed Shu’ani from Jerusalem has run 
a home appliance wholesale business 
since 1995. He depends for his trade 
on residents of Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. When he set up his business, he 
rented stores in the area of Qalandia, 
close to the airport, as it is at the central 
point between Jerusalem and the north 
of the West Bank and because all 
Palestinians were able to reach the area 
without the need for a permit and without 
having to undergo the complications of 
the Occupation’s procedures.

Ayed was happy with his work. His 
business thrived  and he expanded his 
product range. This continued until 
the start of the Second Intifada, with 
all the checkpoints and obstacles that 
Occupation forces put in front of the 
movement of the Palestinians. 

In 2002, because of tightening grip of the 
Occupation, with increasing checkpoints 
and restrictions, Ayed decided to move 
to Bir Nabala. Ayed says:

“Its advantage is that it was open 
for everyone, from Jerusalem and 
from the north of the West Bank. 
The economic situation was very 
good, and many big businessmen 
were investing there. It is a central 
area between Jerusalem and the 
north of the West Bank, where 
any businessman, distributor or 
consumer can enter Bir Nabala 
easily and that made it an important 
commercial centre at that time.”

Work was comfortable in Bir Nabala. 
Despite all the obstacles put in place 
by the Occupation, the local economy 
was booming. Many big businesses 
were investing their money in the 
area, and the village was full of 
commercial centers, companies, 
garages and workshops, as well as 
property investment. Because of all 
of this, Ayed bought an apartment in 
that village, as he felt that his future 
would be there. He continues:

“Work was going well, although 
we were forced to pay many 
expenses, and despite the many 
checkpoints, but in the end there 
was a proper income. I bought 
my house here because I felt my 
future could be here. My work 
and business was in Bir Nabala. 
I also moved because of the 
checkpoints and transportation 
difficulties between Qalandia
and Bir Nabala.”

Ayed Shu’ani in his new shop in Qalandiya.
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His house cost around 30,000JD, which 
was the average price of houses in the 
area at that time. Ayed says:

“There was a high demand for 
houses in Bir Nabala. Now my 
house is worthless because Bir 
Nabala is closed and surrounded 
from all sides by the Wall. I even 
tried to sell it more than once but I 
couldn’t. I got to the stage where I 
tried to exchange it with a piece of 
land or another flat anywhere else
other than Bir Nabala, but even 
this did not work.”

Deserting Bir Nabala

By 2004, rumors spread among the 
traders that Bir Nabala would be cut 
off with walls and gates that would 
open at specific times under strict

military procedures. This created 
an atmosphere of among the 
businessmen and investors. Many 
started to consider pulling out their 
investments and moving their money 
elsewhere. Ayed says:

“By 2004 Qalandia was closed. 
Every businessman reacted 
differently to the rumors. Some 
said that it was just rumors, 
others considered the matter 
to be serious, and others had 
stores in other villages, so 
prepared themselves to move 
all their business to branches 
elsewhere. In some cases, 
tradesmen had started closing 
their shops, because they had 
already been forced to relocate 
their businesses several 
times.” 

Shops have been boarded up as businesses desert the area.
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Like many other traders, Ayed left the 
area before it was closed totally by the 
Wall. He says:

“We as businessmen have 
commitments and we cannot just 
wait until the situation totally dies. 
In other words, we had to follow the 
business.”

Case Study – Qalqilya

“Qalqilya is a town of 40,000 people 
in a big jail with a single entrance. 
If a soldier has a bad temper, she 
just may lock the door meaning all 
40,000 must stay home until her mood 
improves. Where is the democracy 
and human rights that the world calls 
for? Here the mice have more rights 
than we do. I worked for an Israeli 
who was breeding white mice – he 
had more respect for them than for 
us.” 

Abdullah Yousef, 61, Resident of Beit 
Amin , south of Qalqilya

There are 32 villages and population 
centers in the Qalqilya Governorate 
with 96,000 Palestinians, concentrated 
mainly in Qalqiliya city. For Bedouins 
and villagers, Qalqilya is the centre 
providing daily services, with agriculture 
the economic backbone. Prior to the 
erection of the Wall and the imposition 
of military closure, there was a vibrant 
economy with more than 85,000 shoppers 

flocking to the city each week, mostly
Palestinians from ’48 land. Now, the 
centre has been completely cut off. 
Unemployment has soared to around 
19,000 – 67% of the working-age 
population, with the result that many 
have moved abroad or to other West 
Bank towns.

Qalqilya, Winter 2005: The city was so tightly 
sealed that even the water could not escape, 
resulting in flooding. Losses were around 2 mil-
lion shekels; 40 cattle and 200 chickens died. 




