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T h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  G r a s s r o o t s  A n t i - A p a r t h e i d  W a l l  C a m p a i g n

The olive season was a traditionally celebratory occasion which Palestinian communities waited im-
patiently for each year. These days however, the knowledge that Occupation forces can do anything, 
at anytime, without any reason, has turned the harvest into a time of fear and worry.

This year’s harvest was weaker than years’ prior, and alongside the low level of rainfall and hot 
weather, Occupation policy was a key factor. The olive trees bear less fruit after farmers have been 
expelled from the land and are prohibited from plowing and maintaining it. Settlers, who light fires, 
bulldoze groves, and allow pollution from hilltop settlements to run down onto agricultural areas, 
also contribute to the debilitation.

Farmers across the West Bank experienced assaults on their person and property, in addition to 
facing the ongoing closure of their agricultural land. Those with land isolated beyond the Wall were 
often the worst affected. Furthermore, occupation forces have also taken to suppressing the tradi-
tions associated with harvest. In the village of Salem, soldiers barred people from preparing tea over 
a fire amongst their fields, an age-old custom done daily during the harvest.

Many farmers were physically attacked this year, resulting in dozens of injuries. Palestinian farmers 
also suffered a new martyr this harvest, Mohammed Abdrahman Quariq, from the village of ‘Awarta 
near Nablus. 

This year, the struggle against the settlements continued, and Occupation soldiers attempted to en-
sure that international observers were not present in certain areas. Also, the Occupation administra-
tion moved to tighten the restrictions on accessing land isolated beyond the Wall.

2009 Olive Harvest Report
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The struggle against the settlements

As in years past, settlers continued attacking farm-
ers physically and setting fire to olive groves during 
the period of the olive harvest. Such are attacks ap-
pear to be often coordinated in advance; flyers were 
distributed in several settlements, before the start of 
the olive season, calling on settlers to actively block 
Palestinians from harvesting. Given the negative pub-
licity generated by the recording of settler attacks, the 
same flier suggested to settlers that they confiscate 
cameras from observers.

Farmers have also faced increased difficulties from the 
expansion of the settlements, especially in the Ramal-
lah and Salfit districts, new outposts have been set 
up on agricultural land. In the village of al-Mughayir, 
residents were able to stop at attempted expansion, 
setting fire to settler tents that were to be used as a 
new outpost.

Furthermore, settlers have taken to confiscating farm-
ing equipment on the pretext that work is not allowed in Area C. In order to recover the equipment, 
farmers are forced to pay huge fines, ranging between 3 – 5 thousand shekels, to the Occupation 
military.  For instance Ibrahim Radaideh, a farmer from Ramon, east of Ramallah, had his equipment 
confiscated when he attempted to dig a new well on his land.

Strengthening the permit system

This was the first year where the policy of permits was applied on lands beyond the Wall in every 
West Bank district. Previously it was possible to enter the land beyond the Wall through coordina-
tion with the Israeli District Coordination Office (DCO). This year, however, permits were required for 
land beyond the Wall, and security coordination for areas adjacent to settlements (and outposts), the 
Wall, and military bases. 

The permit system is another step in permanently uprooting the people, and essentially turns out to 
de facto nothing else but a strategy to bar access to the land. At the most basic level, sometimes 
simply not enough permits are issued; for example this year in the village of Rantis 30 applications 
were submitted and 1 was granted. Similar cases can be found in a number of villages.

Aside from blatant denial, Occupation authorities have devised various means to restrict Palestinians 
from accessing their land while at the same time leading outside observers to believe that access 
is in fact being granted. One of the main ways is issuing an abundance of permits to villages that 
do not require them, while at the same time limiting permits for those with a greater amount of iso-
lated land. This year for instance, 442 permits were issued to al-Zawiya, which has 30% of its land 
isolated. In comparison, the people of Masha received only 236 permits. 80% of Masha is isolated 
beyond the Wall.

The aftermath of a fire set by settlers, which destroyed 
a number of trees in the village of Immatin.
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Occupation authorities also issue incorrect permits or permits to those unable to work. This year 
during the olive harvest the DCO gave permits to Palestinians who worked in the ’48 and did not 
own land beyond the Wall. Also, permits are frequently issued only to the eldest in the family, and not 
the younger members who actually do have the ability to harvest and pick olives. 

Even when permits are issued to the correct persons, more other calculated obstacles may stand 
in the way. Sometimes permits are granted for access points far from the village. While people of 
al-‘Arqa received permits, for instance, they were not for the local gate but instead for a gate in the 
village of Tura, a half hour away. 

Regulations are also changed to ensure that fewer people enter the land. In the Tulkarm district, per-
mits were previously applied for on behalf of the entire family; now farmers are required to apply on 
an individual basis.

Distancing international observers from “contact areas”

International observers accompanying farmers to their lands were frequently distanced from areas 
where soldiers and Palestinians were present. Internationals were either forced to leave, with no rea-
son supplied, or interrogated as to why they were in the area and participating in the harvest. 

Jenin

In Jenin, a number of villages faced problems reaching their lands. In the eastern villages of al ‘Arqa 
,Anin, Zabda, Nazlat Ziyad, and al-Tiba the percentage of permits issued to those owning land be-
yond the Wall was very low. In ‘Anin, only 28% of those who applied for permits received them. 
Those that did obtain permits for harvesting hoped to take advantage of the access to prune and 
fertilize their land, but Occupation forces did not allow them to do so. People living in Tura al-Ghar-
biya faced similar problems, receiving only a third of the required permits, while in Zabuba only 15 
farmers obtained permits to enter their land beyond the Wall.

Nablus

As last year, the number of settler and military attacks on farmers were incredibly high in the Nablus 
area. Burin village was especially hard hit; Yitzhar settlers set fire to trees belonging to farmers in 
broad daylight and under the protection of soldiers, destroying more than 2000 trees. In a separate 
incident, settlers cut down 81 trees belonging to farmer Akram ‘Amran, also a Burin resident. The vil-
lagers have been subjected to ongoing attacks, including beatings and thefts that have forced them 
to harvest in secret.

Further south, in al-Lubban, dozens of settlers from Eli and Shifot Rahel set fire to 10 dunums of 
land. At other times, they attacked the farmers during the harvest. Similar incidents were witnessed 
in the village of Jalud, where settlers attacked farmers and blocked Palestinians from reaching their 
lands.

Soldiers and settlers also attacked villagers together. In Qaryut a group of settlers hurled rocks at 
farmers trying to access their groves. Occupation forces then intervened on behalf of the settlers 
and also began to attack the farmers and fired tear gas, leading to eight injures. One person was 
hurt when a settler hit him in the eye, and another was struck by a soldier in the chest.
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In both Qaryut and al-Lubban there were reports that 
soldiers prohibited the residents from picking olives 
despite so-called security coordination. 

The village of ‘Awarta, however, suffered the most this 
year. Settlers from Itamar burned 70 – 80 dunums, 
destroying more than 250 trees. Farmers also reported 
that one day, they arrived to find that a number of their 
oldest trees had been pulled out from the roots. Eye-
witnesses stated that settlers from Safi Sharon had 
planted large trees in the settlement, and they think 
that they are the trees which were taken from ‘Awarta.

During the harvest, Mohammed Abdulrahmen Qawariq 
of ‘Awarta was martyred when his car overturned while 
he was returning in the evening from the fields. Eyewit-
ness saw a military jeep chasing his car and aiming 
rifles in his direction. This caused Qawariq’s car to flip, 
throwing him 20 meters through the glass. Witnesses 
added that soldiers approached the man and began 
to hit him. It became clear, however, that he had been 
killed instantly and those present began to scream at the soldiers. Soldiers responded that a car ac-
cident had occurred and that they had arrived to help the man. 

Qalqilya

Settler attacks were also a serious problem in Qalqilya. In Immatin and Jit, Kedumim settlers burned 
more than 500 olives trees; in one incident settlers entered the fields at three in the morning and set 
fires. However, the people called the fire department, which put out the fires and prevented them 
from spreading to the land of the village. The settlers came to the village land again at 11:00 in the 
morning, and set more fires while people were out picking olives. The people of Immatin have been 
fighting against the settlers, who aim to create an outpost at an old Jordanian army building, for 
quite some time. This has led to a number of injuries, primarily among the youth. 100 trees were also 
burned in Kufr Qaddum.

In Jayyus, residents again faced access restrictions. Lengthy checks delayed farmers at the gates 
for up to several hours. Also, soldiers did not inform people about the opening time of the gates in 
the evening, which forced people to wait at the gates for a long time, until Occupation forces decid-
ed to open them. In addition, farmers were not allowed to bring fertilizer and other equipment to their 
isolated land.

In the village ‘Azzun ‘Atma, which is surrounded by the Wall, Ahmad Mohammed Sulieman Amr and 
his 7 brothers applied for permits and were denied without reason. They were not allowed to enter 
their 16 dunums to harvest olives. Another resident, Hani Mohammed Abdullah Amr, was not allowed 
to reach his land this year. 15 dunums of land were burned by settlers from the nearby Sha’are 
Tiqwa. 

Last year, near Kafr Qaddum, soldiers and settlers 
force farmers off their land. This continued in 2009 
across the West Bank.
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A farmer in Jayyus sits in front of olive trees situated beyond the Wall. While the Wall was moved in Jayyus, a consider-
able amount of land remains isolated and farmers face difficulties year after year harvesting olives.

Salfit

A dozen villages faced serious problems this year. Many villages were not allowed to reach their 
land. In al-Zawiya, Kafr al-Dik, Bani Hasn and Iskaka soldiers and settlers barred farmers from reach-
ing their land on several days, sometimes despite prior coordination. On one occasion, in the village 
of Deir Istiya, soldiers barred two families from picking, forcing the children to remain stationary with 
their hands above their heads for an hour without reason. In Jamma’in, soldiers closed the openings 
along the main road that farmers use to bring tractors to their land. 

Residents of Iskaka recounted that one evening after harvesting, they set full sacks of olives on the 
sidewalk near the road before moving them back to their homes. Unable to bring all the olives at 
once, they brought some with the intention of returning to take the rest. Soldiers confiscated the 
bags on the pretext that the owners had thrown them away and did not want them.

Villagers have also faced new settlement construction. In Masha, Asmir Ibrahim Saleh was surprised 
when he got a permit to pick olives on his land beyond the Wall and found that it had been bulldozed 
and a new outpost was under construction. More land belonging to another resident was bulldozed 
near Ez Efrayim. In Haris, Saleh Shamlayi was prohibited from entering his land, which is being bull-
dozed and occupied by mobile homes. In Turmus’ayya, settlers set up the outpost and cut down a 
group of olives trees belonging to village farmers. The owners stated that they did not know about 
the cutting until the day of the harvest. They were prohibited from entering it without coordination.
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Pollution is also an ongoing issue. In Bani Hasn, pollution from Revava flows onto the land of Mo-
hammed Sa’id Riyan. In Burqin, settlers maliciously threw toxic waste on the farmland and trees.

There have also been reports that some settlers from Ariel have been breeding horses on isolated 
agricultural land, resulting in damage to the olive trees. 

Ramallah

In Ramallah area villages, settlers were responsible for 
the majority of attacks. Settlers from the Dolev settle-
ment carried out an assault on the olive groves of Deir 
‘Ammar village, hacking apart upwards of 190 olive 
trees with machetes in the late hours of the night. 
Settlers from Dolev also threatened farmers from ‘Ayn 
Qinya with weapons and forced them to flee from their 
groves.

In al-Mughayir, settlers from Shifut Rahil uprooted 50 
olives trees near the outpost Adi Ad, which was built a 
short time ago. They also cut down another 47, be-
longing to Hasan Abu Aliya. In yet another episode, 
they uprooted hundreds more, which sparked con-
frontations between the invaders and villagers. After 
nearly six hours, Occupation soldiers appeared and 
forced the villagers to retreat. In a separate clash, 
residents of al-Mughayir confronted settlers who were 
trying to erect an outpost on village land. Occupation 
soldiers again appeared, but not before villagers suc-
ceeded in setting fire to tents which were to be the first 
step for the outpost. 

In the villages of Saffa and Ni’lin, some residents were prohibited for the first time from harvesting 
beyond the Wall. One farmer from Saffa, who had obtained a permit, found that a settler had confis-
cated his land beyond the Wall and was growing grain. Previously, the settler had offered more than 
a million and a half shekels in exchange for the land, but the farmer had refused.

Bethlehem

On one occasion, soldiers prohibited farmers from entering their land and harvesting olives in the 
area of Wadi Ahmed, west of Beit Jala (Bethlehem). Residents were heading to their lands in the 
morning when they suddenly encountered Occupation forces who had placed a gate and barbed 
wire in their way. Farmers were turned back under the pretext that they did not have proper permits.

Farmers, accompanied by international volunteers, explained that they did not need permits. Bor-
der police then began shouting at the farmers, again telling them to leave but this time claiming that 
since the crop was weak this year, there was no need to enter the area. When farmers refused, sol-
diers forced them away, arresting 42-year-old Abu Srour and trying to confiscate cameras from those 
present.

Tear gas falls near a destroyed olive tree in Ni’lin. In 
addition to the trees that were uprooted for the con-
struction of the Wall, hundreds of dunums of agricul-
tural land are now isolated.
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Hebron

As is the case year-round, Hebron residents, often accompanied by international activists, withstood 
continual settlers attacks. Settlers hurled rocks at farmers, threatened them and in several cases 
stole olives. In the Wadi al Hussein neighborhood, on the western boundaries of the Kirya Arba set-
tlement, a group of settlers assaulted farmers and stole full bags of olives that had just been picked 
and then crushed them. Following settler attacks, Occupation police or soldiers would often arrive 
and threaten to arrest farmers or internationals.  

In the villages around Hebron, similar scenes played out. In Tarqumiya: Mohammed Yusif ‘Awda was 
assaulted while going to his land and prevented, along with other farmers, from reaching an area 
that exceeded 700 dunums. Further south in al-Sumu’, settlers from Otni’el expelled farmers while 
they were picking olives and hurled rocks and pieces of metal at them. They then smashed the cars 
belonging to the farmers which were parked nearby.

East of Hebron, in the villages around Dura, settlers and soldiers kicked farmers from Karma off their 
land and arrested two internationals and two residents. In Fuqeiqis, settlers from the settlement 
Negohot cut down a number of mature trees. In another village west of Dura, Occupation forces im-
posed a bizarre requirement on farmers, refusing to let people beyond the Wall if they were not riding 
on animals. 


