Letter to political representatives

Dear insert name of Member of Parliament/Congress
On July 9, 2004, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) called for the dismantling of the Wall that was being constructing by the Israeli Government throughout the occupied West Bank. Today marks the fifth anniversary of that historic decision. For the past five years, Israel has continued construction of the Wall, in defiance of international law and the ICJ ruling.

Back in 2004, the ICJ ruling stated:

· the construction of the Wall in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, is illegal and that Israel must cease construction, dismantle the Wall and make reparations for the damage caused

· no state may aid or assist the maintenance of the Wall and its regime and all states parties to the IV Geneva Convention are obliged to ensure compliance by Israel with international humanitarian law

Despite the clarity of this ruling, neither Israel nor the international community have respected their obligations under international law. Instead, it seems that the Wall has simply disappeared from the agenda of international diplomacy. Yet, on the ground, the destruction it causes continues unabated. In the first four months of this year, the Israeli government has already constructed more segments of the Wall than during all of 2008. As a result of this project, a staggering 266,422 Palestinians living in communities up and down the West Bank have been surrounded, isolated and face displacement.

Despite the silence of the international community, Palestinian people, with the support of human rights activists around the world, continue their struggle to defend their rights and demand that Israel comply with international law. Today, the people who mobilize in weekly protests to defend their land against the Wall face rapidly increasing repression by Israeli forces, including the use of tear gas, rubber-coated bullets and live ammunition. To date 16 people, half of them children, have already been killed by the Israeli army during protests against the Wall, while hundreds more have been wounded or arrested. Entire villages continue to endure curfews and arbitrary closures of Wall gates as collective punishment for these demonstrations. 

The United Nations has taken no action to implement the ICJ decision and, with the exception of a few principled governments, states have put no pressure or sanctions on Israel. International business continues to finance and provide material support to the Wall and the settlements. 

On the fifth anniversary of the ICJ decision, the Palestinian people and their supporters are calling on governments around the world to force the implementation of the ICJ decision, which stresses the illegality of the Wall, settlements and the associated regime. In this way, political leaders can both implement international law and help create the conditions necessary for a lasting peace. 

I therefore ask you, as my representative, to formally raise with our government a question as to how they have complied with the obligations to enforce the IV Geneva Convention in the occupied West Bank and Gaza, which according to the ICJ decision mandates among others the dismantling of the Wall. I ask you to personally commit to ensure our government will put pressure on the Israeli government to comply with international law and the ICJ ruling. Our government and the rest of the international community can no longer stand silently as construction of the illegal Wall continues, human rights are trampled, and more Palestinians lose their land and face military repression for protesting against this injustice.

Sincerely,

insert your name
